
Restoring Face to Face Worship Services at  

Tansboro Trinity Church 

 

 This restoration of face to face worship service plan is made with the sole purpose of making 

sure that our church limits the spread of disease though our meeting to worship in person.  Though 

some of the tactics used in this plan are not with the normal keepings of the church, it is necessary at 

times like this to look out for those who come to worship God in a safe environment.  We must 

remember that it is not just our feelings, but the health of others that must be paramount when 

opening face to face meetings again.  Our church currently is made up of mostly the “at risk” 

populations and we don’t want to put them in danger by potentially exposing them to excessive risk.   

 The decisions and actions taken in this plan were not taken lightly, but have been taken for the 

protection of our flock.  Just as Jesus is thought to be our shepherd, we as leadership of the church, 

must think of attendees as our flock to be looked after and protected from dangers.  We have already 

done this with our Fire Evacuation, Medical, and Active Shooter/Intruder Plans, and a Pandemic is no 

different. 

 This plan will be reviewed as the environment changes and adapted as conditions warrant by 

the Church Council as it will be a living document. 

 It has already been recognized that not everyone will feel comfortable coming back to church.  

For this reason, we will have some type, if not the actual service, an online sermon available to those 

that do not feel comfortable worshiping face to face. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reopening and Operations Plan During Pandemic 

 

Face to Face Verse Online Worship 

The decision to hold face to face worship service shall comply with the State of New Jersey and local 

government.  In addition to this compliance with holding worship services face to face by the State of 

New Jersey, it will also be approved by the Church Council.  In addition the overriding desire of the 

Greater New Jersey Annual Conference is to also have no additional cases of the virus due to activities 

being participated in by United Methodists.  A video will be made available to all attendees on 

bloodborne pathogens and disease transmission so an understanding of how germs are spread will be 

explained to all. 

Cleaning of The Church 

 Prior to face to face church service the church should be wiped down with disinfectant 

especially high contact areas like door knobs.  A limited number of people will be asked to do this so 

social distancing can be accomplished.  More routine cleaning should be done on surfaces between 

church services.  Cleaning will also include cleaning of the bathrooms and any other occupied areas of 

the church. 

Use of Hymnals and Bibles 

 For the foreseeable future we will suspend singing to start and having an alternative musical 

piece.  When it is felt that singing can be brought back into the service it will then be added again.  The 

use of church Bibles and Hymnals will not be used until deemed appropriate.  Those readers or 

attendees that want to read from the Bible should bring their own or read the TV screens.  This will help 

to prevent the spread of disease through contact and singing. 

Temperature Checks 

Prior to entering the church each person will have their temperature checked by a touchless 

thermometer.  If the person’s temperature is 100.4 or above then they will not be admitted into the 

church.  It will also be reiterated to all attendees, that if they are not feeling well to stay home.   

Hygiene and PPE 

 Reminders about handwashing will be posted in the bathrooms and other areas of the church.  

Reminders will be made during announcements as a to wash hands as often as necessary.  Masks shall 

also be worn as long as deemed necessary.  Due to the CDCs recommendations children 2 and under 

should not wear masks and therefore would also not be admitted into the church along with those 

refusing to wear masks.  No one wants to turn people away from church but for the safety of those 

attending some sacrifices will be necessary.  Masks should cover the mouth and nose at all times.  For 

those that don’t have masks, there will be masks supplied by the church.  Hand sanitizer and/or other 

type sanitizers will be made available in the church.    

 

 



Social Distancing 

 When at all possible attendees will keep a 6 foot distance from one another.  Family members 

that have been around each other in closer proximity, but we will seat every other pew to add for 

distancing and if needed alternate sides of the pew if it is felt necessary. 

Communion 

 Initially Communion will not be done in church until approximately September.  This is to again 

limit spread.  A Communion video will be made available online for those wishing to partake in this 

sacrament.  Once it is deemed ok we may modify Communion to prevent the potential spread of 

disease. 

Taking Offering 

Offering will not be collected in the normal way.  Collections plates will be located on the 

communion table and available for attendees to drop their collection in there before or after the 

service.  The white box will be brought out of retirement and put in the foyer for submission of 

offerings. 

Counting Offering 

 Those counting money will use gloves in addition to any other PPE deemed necessary.  This 

should be done even when a pandemic is not present.  Online giving will still be made available and 

encouraged to all that feel comfortable doing so. 

Sunday School 

 There will be no Sunday School for the near future due to the complexity of keeping children 

socially distant and wearing masks both in practicality and due to the CDC guidelines. 

Occupancy Load 

 The occupancy load of the church should not exceed the Governor’s recommended limit or the 

ability to keep social distancing being able to be observed easily. 

Gatherings 

 Gatherings of any kind outside of church services will be suspended until such time that it is 

safer to do so.  This will also include the churches use by girl scouts. 

Parking and Potential Outside Services 

 Since a normally Sunday close to fills the parking lot, good judgement with keeping social 

distancing with facial coverings will be required.  Though with that said if distance can be maintained 

between parking spots that should be done.  If we do outside services cars will be arranged in a socially 

distant manner and logistics will be set up to accommodate protection of the attendees’ present.  

Further discussion and layout would need to be set up and logistics for audio would be required.   

 

 



 

 

 


